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COVER STORY 
  

 I rene Quesnoy and Al ie 

(Lothlorien Legend of the Fall, 

UD), had a great day at the Dober-

man Pinscher Club of Northern 

California Specialty on Friday, 

May 21, 2010 at Vallejo, CA. Alie 

qualified in Open B with a 198 and 

High in Trial. She had celebrated 

her tenth birthday on September 

4, 2009.                     Irene  
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ARE YOU COMING TO THE  
BARBECUE BINGO BASH?  

 

DONôT KEEP IT A SECRET ! 
 

LET PAM SATLOF KNOW !  
 

GENSTA@AOL.COM 
 

(925) 427-2806 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14  
 

STARTS AT 4:00 PM  
 

AT THE CLUBHOUSE  
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT! 
 

 1. BRING A $5 BROWN       
BAG GIFT  FOR A PRIZE  
 2. PROVIDE A SIDE 

FOOD   DISH 
MDDTC PROVIDES THE 

MEAT 
AND BEVERAGES  

  MT. DIABLO WANTS YOU ! 
 

The club needs your help to run a 

successful workshop in October.  

 

Enlist now with Susan Dickerson. 

 

Stewards, judges, helpers are 

needed. Sign up lists are in the  

office.  

MDDTC
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THE CASE OF THE MISSING BUSINESS DAY 

By Tom Barnidge  

Contra Costa Times columnist 

Reprinted with permission of the Contra Costa Times 

 

THE WHEELS of justice are famous for turning slowly, 

but have you ever stopped to ask why? Maybe it's be-

cause of all the questionable trials that flood court calen-

dars. 

We direct your attention to Veena Purifoy et al. v. Glenn 

Howell et al., which landed in Contra Costa Superior 

Court on Oct. 27, 2006, and in 3½ years has produced 

reams of paperwork, lots of attorney billable hours and 

little else.  

There have been hearings, motions, appeals and declara-

tions ð everything except a disposition. Of course, this 

case deals with a complex question: Is Saturday a busi-

ness day? 
 

The question arose in 2006 after Purifoy's dog, Duke, 

was picked up as a stray on a Thursday by Contra Costa 

County Animal Services, of which Howell is the direc-

tor. 
 

By state law, the agency is required to hold a dog for 

four "business days" for retrieval by its owner. Animal 

Services, which is closed on Sundays and Mondays, 

took that to mean the next four days it was open ð Fri-

day, Saturday, Tuesday and Wednesday ð before al-

lowing the dog's adoption. 
 

When Purifoy came for Duke, he was gone. That's when 

the seeds for lawsuits were sowed. 
 

Because the adoptive owner would not willingly surren-

der Duke, Purifoy threatened to sue. She's not bashful 

about suing. The prospect of legal action changed the 

new owner's mind. Duke returned to his former home. 

But that wasn't all. Next, Purifoy sued the county agency 

that had picked up her dog roaming the streets. She 

claimed that Animal Services acted prematurely in giv-

ing him away.  
 

Since then, the case has played out as soberly as the 

Scopes Monkey Trial.  
 

The official case history, as it appears on the court's 

Web site, lists more than 180 timeline entries and spans 

13 pages. It documents a dozen case-management con-

ferences, two attempts at mediation and more testimony  

 

 

 

 

 

than anyone should endure about the definition of a 

"business day," as described in California Food and Ag-

riculture Code Section 31108. No subject has ever been 

more completely dissected and minced. 
 

The end seemed in sight on Nov. 10, 2008, when the 

Superior Court ruled in favor of the county. But that 

ruling was overturned last week in appellate court after 

Purifoy's attorney, Corey Evans, argued that the Legisla-

ture, which wrote the pet adoption bill, defines work 

days as Monday through Friday. 
 

The county now must decide whether to appeal ð to the 

State Supreme Court. 
 

Evans makes no apologies for perpetuating this frivo-

lous argument. His client wants an injunction. 
 

"She wants the court to tell Contra Costa County that it 

has to change the way it counts days," he said, "so that 

other people in her situation don't have to go through 

what she went through." 
 

Evans, who describes himself as an animal protection 

attorney, said he litigated this case in the public interest. 

It's all about making things better for others. He plans to 

take "the bulk of his fees" from whatever the court 

awards him, not from damages awarded Purifoy. 
 

Yeah, damages. When you try to pass off Saturday as a 

work day, someone's got to pay.  
 

How much are the plaintiffs seeking? 
 

 "I can't comment on that," county attorney Steven Ret-

tig said. 
 

Why haven't the parties settled? 
 

"No comment," He said. 
 

Has this case been a good use of court time? 
 

Rettig hesitated before answering: "I can't comment on 

that, either."  
 

But we have a pretty good idea what he was thinking. 

  

Tom Barnidge 

Columnist 

Bay Area News Group-East Bay 

Contra Costa Times 

 

   

 
 
 
 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR  
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FROM THE EDITOR  

 

 TALESõ SECOND  CON-
TEST ! 

 

SHARPEN YOUR PENCILS 
 

PUT ON YOUR THINKIING CAPS 
 

OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS,  
 

STUDENTS, AND MINI-MATCH  
 

OR RUN THROUGH PARTICIPANTS 
 

ñHappiness is nothing more than 

good health and a bad memory.ò- Al-

bert Schweitzer 
 

TALES second contest is a literary one. To 

enter you must write a short essay (letter/

column/email) that relates to this quotation 

drawing from your life as a dog trainer (lover/

owner/rescuer).  While you may use additional 

quotes as support, the main ideas and argu-

ments must be yours alone. The winner will be 

chosen on the basis of originality, sincerity, 

logic, clarity, and of course spelling and gram-

mar! The best essay will win a dinner for 

two at Humphreyôs on the Delta. 
 

Rules 
 

To enter you must be a member of MDDTC, a 

current student in one of their classes, or a par-

ticipant in the MDDTC Mini-Matches or Run 

Throughs. 
 

Essays must be submitted no later than  the 

annual meeting on July 14 by e-mail, postal 

mail, or handed to Irene Quesnoy who, along 

with a judging panel, will decide the winning 

essay. Use spell check, a dictionary, a thesau-

rus or anything else to help you express your 

ideas.  The winner will be announced at the 

August Barbecue Bingo Bash. 
 

 

FOLKS, 

 WHERE ARE YOUR ENTRIES???? 
 

 
OUR CONTEST JUDGES ARE: 

 

Suzanne Brennan  
Judy Grove 
Beth Lewis 
Mary Millar  

Irene Quesnoy  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 RUN THROUGH 

DATES  
 

JULY 9 

AUGUST 6 

NONE IN SEPTEMBER 

NONE IN OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 12 

DECEMBER 17 
 

2010  MINI-MATCH 

DATES 
 

NONE IN JULY 

AUGUST 15 

SEPTEMBER 26 

NONE IN OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 21 

NONE IN DECEMBER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DONôT FORGET! 
 

DUES ARE DUE 
 

AT THE  
 

 ANNUAL MEETING  
 

JULY 14 


